ROSH HASHANA

ENGLISH Version

THE EQUILIBRIUM HOLIDAY

Rosh Hashana is the holiday of mixed emotions. It
is a day of precise judgment, but yet a day of joy.
A day to tap into our humility, while we celebrate
it as a holiday. | always had a hard time figuring
out what state of mind to be in, on Rosh Hashana.
To cry, or not to cry? This was always for me a
bottleneck of emotions. The Halacha is that | am
allowed to cry only if | am brought to tears from
the depth of feeling of my prayers. This is the only
day of the year that even our tears have an
instruction manual. What is all this emotional
tightroping? Even in the blowing of Shofar, there is
somewhat a mixture of G-d’s Attributes. 212K 77y
1w P2 P> avina.(Tehillim 47 6) The Alshich
points out that Elokim is the Attribute of
Judgement, while YHVH is the Attribute of G-d’s
Mercy, which is activated when a person taps into
Shofar, or o>wyn 1ow, better your ways. What is
the point of this “equilibrium”?

The Sefer Hachinuch explains for us the concept of
Rosh Hashana. “It is from G-d’s kindness toward
his creations to judge and inspect their actions once
a year, in order that they not sin too much, and that
there be a place for kapparah... This day is the day
that holds up the world, and that is why we make it
a holiday. And because it is a day of judgment, it is
appropriate to approach it with fear and trepidation
more than any Holiday."

Rashi quotes the Midrash in the beginning of this
week’s parasha. “Why is it that the Parasha of
Nitzavim (literally, standing up) is next to the
curses and threats of Parashat Ki Tavo for those

who do not keep the Torah? Because after the Jews
heard the 98 curses, and after they heard the 49 of
Sefer Vayikra, their faces changed colors, and they
said, Who can stand up to these?! Moshe calmed
them and said, ova o°ax1 ank You are standing
today; you angered Hashem so much, and yet He
still did not put an end to you, and you are all still
standing...”

This is hard to understand. Wasn’t the purpose of
the curses and threats to warn Klal Yisrael to be
careful to keep the Torah, every Mitzvah? What
was Moshe doing calming them down, diminishing
their fear, telling them they don't have anything to
be afraid of? Why was he mixing up their
emotions?

But the answer is that all that G-d wants is
sincerity. He knows who we are, our backgrounds,
our weaknesses and our tests. He does not ask of
you more than you are able to do. But just one
thing: Be serious about it. Once the Jews turned
colors, Moshe knew that they were taking it
seriously. And this is the purpose of the
equilibrium. G-d has a place for Mercy, and that
place is reserved for those who take Him and His
Torah seriously. Not for the ones who say 17w
T7R 2% M wa °3 Y - Peace will be to me, as |
follow the dictates of my heart...

Every year, G-d creates the world anew. Rashi, on
the first passuk, @ P18 X292 nwK"2 says that in the
beginning, G-d wanted to create the world with His
Name Elokim, the Attribute of Judgment. Rashi's
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commentary is based on a Midrash Breshit on the
words (in Bereishit), ax1272 yIRT o2pwa niToin a9
oY PIR 2P PIpd nipy oifa: - These are the
creations of the Heavens and the Earth, when He
created them. On the day that YHVH Elokim
created the earth and the Heavens. The Midrash
says, “YHVH Elokim” - it is similar to a King that
had empty cups. The King said, if | put hot water
into them, they will explode. Cold water, they will
implode. What did the king do? He mixed hot and
cold water, and he put it into the cups and they
remained undamaged. So, HKBH said, if | create
the world with My Attribute of Mercy, there will
be a lot of sinners. If | create it with the Attribute
of Judgment, how can the world stand? Therefore,
I am creating the world with a mixture of both
Mercy and Judgment, and | hope it will last!

G-d's judgment is meant to prevent sin. The point
of Rosh Hashana is that we take this day and think
that even if we have sinned, we are happy to be
aware that we have sinned, and we know what we
have to work on.

Recently, a thought came to mind. The letters
YHVH are a shortened version of a7 7177 70 He
was, He is, He will be. What does this have to do
with Mercy? The Attribute of Mercy is, in Hebrew,
o, Rachamim.  The Abarbanel (Ki Tisa 34)
says that the word o°nnn comes from the word ann
Rechem. Womb. What does this mean?

G-d’s Mercy does not mean that G-d just lets
things pass. min. He does so only with the logic
of a womb. The womb symbolizes a place where
there is no place. To make room for someone
where there is no room for that person to exist. So

to, with mercy, G-d created room for the sinner to
repent. How, exactly, does He do that?

The womb symbolizes that for the sake of the
future, it is worth dealing with the present. Don’t
look at the present for what it is; look at it with the
future in mind. Look at the good that is going to be
born. G-d has patience with a person as he is, in the
present, because He knows that this person has the
potential for growth and improvement.

There are three ways G-d finds a place for a person
who is, seemingly, undeserving. His past — he may
have some merit in his past or from his parents.
max no1. His present- ow X171 awxa. Even if he will
be bad in the future, for now, he is good. His future
- Moshe did not kill the Egyptian until he saw, with
his Ruach Hakodesh, that nothing good was going
to come out of this Egyptian. Being that G-d is 1
7 ani — He is not bound by time. He is in the
past, present, and future, all at the same time. G-d
can see things for our merit that we may not see.
That is why we cannot explain G-d’s decision of
12 20 yw — 1% v P73 — why good things happen
to bad people, or bad things happen to good people.
This is an outcome of His o nni nn, the Attribute
of Mercy.

So, we say before blowing the Shofar, Alah
Elokim bitruah, Hashem b'kol shofar. Elokim — His
Attribute of Justice ascends with the t'ruah blast;
but His Attribute of Mercy, YKVK, ascends with
the sound of Shofar, of improvement. The message
of the Shofar is Shipru Maasechem, improve your
deeds, and by doing so, G-d will reveal Himself as
YHVH and find a place for you, even if you are not
deserving, but in the merit of the new you of the
New Year

THE SILENT WITNESS

Your best chance at judgment on Rosh Hashanah
is to take it seriously. Rosh Hashanah is the time
that G-d judges how much you value life as an
opportunity to serve Him better. And the
“impression” you make on Rosh Hashanah will be
the New You for the New Year.

“You don’t get a second chance to make a first
impression”. Social science states that after the
first 3 seconds, people you meet decided
subconsciously if they like you or not. G-d gives
you a week to decide what type of impression you
want to make, and that will be the New You for
the New Year. A lot is at stake during the next
week. R. Moshe Shapiro, shlita, was quoted as
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saying that Rosh Hashannah is the Rosh, the Head
of the new year. The whole body is encapsulated
in the head; the brain runs every part of the body.
And your behavior on Rosh Hashana has control
over your behavior for the coming year. The rest
of the year depends on your RH performance.

Recently, 1 moved apartment in Bayit Vegan,
Jerusalem. And when moving a family after 10
years, you have a lot of decisions to make. The
most common of all decisions was what to throw
away and what to keep. My wife and | concluded
that the rule of thumb should be something I read
in the field of maximizing space and organization.
If you had no use out of the item for a whole year,
you most probably could get rid of it. The space in
your house has more value than the item. Don’t
waste space on things you don’t need or on things
that have little importance.

And then, | started shaking. | realized that is what
Rosh Hashanah is all about. G-d decides on the
upcoming fateful day who used his potential, and
who was a waste of oxygen. G-d keeps us around
to bring G-dliness into the world. G-d kept us
around last year, for He decided, that we would
fulfill a purpose to justify our being around last
year. He believed in us. And now, there is
judgment, to see if our merits outweigh our
misdeeds. Just like an employer checks to see if
his employee is bringing in more than is being
spent on him. Is it worth keeping me around? Or
do | get tossed out, chas veshalom?

But G-d saves the day. o 7002 9w w12 Wwpn
wan Blow the Shofar in the (new) month, when
(the moon ) is covered for our holiday. pn °
2PY° OPIRY VOWN L, NI -, For this (day’s)
law is (a day) beyond logic for Israel. It is a
judgement day for the G-d of Yaakov.

Notice that Pesah and Sukkot are on the 15" of the
month, Yom Kippur is on the 10" Shavuoth, on
the 6", and only Rosh Hashanah is on the first of
the month, when the moon is covered. 2% no32
i, "the holiday when the moon is covered™. The
moon is symbolic of the Jewish people, as
mentioned in Birkat Halevana. The similarity
between the two is that both the moon and the

Jewish people have times when their light is
strong and full, and times when our light is weak -
then, we are not noticeable. The Jewish holidays,
Pesah and Sukkot, are when the moon is full, to
commemorate the times when the Jewish people
shone in its full glory. So, why is Rosh Hashanah
on the day when it looks dark for us? When the
moon is covered?

The Zohar says that on the day of Rosh Hashanah,
when G-d is judging the world, the Satan levels
his accusations against. “G-d! Your children have
sinned!” G-d asks the Satan, "Who are your
witnesses? My Torah says that | accept testimony
only if there are two witnesses". So the Satan goes
to the Sun, and brings him as a witness. For
surely, the Sun can testify to all the sins of each
and every Jew. And the sun testifies. And then the
Satan goes to look for the Moon to be the other
witness. But the Moon is out of sight! It is
covered! The Satan has only one witness, when G-
d’s Torah requires at least two! This is why we are
celebrating Rosh Hashanah, that the moon is
covered! And this is why G-d judges us on Rosh
Hashanah.(>17% 73"0 ™ w7 w27 My / 99n — v
7" s pon) This is the only way we get out of the
sticky judgment. And this is why we are not to
mention our sins on Rosh Hashanah, so that there
won't be another witness against us! The gentiles,
who do not follow the Torah, accept one witness.
So the sun is a witness against them, making
judgment against them more difficult. But the
Jews have this pr, this Torah law, that another
witness is needed to get someone in trouble.

I wondered what this means, that the Moon is
covered, so it cannot testify against us. Why can’t
the Satan find the moon? Can’t the Satan see in
the dark? Can’t the moon testify, even if it is
covered?

The answer is that the moon is not just covered.
The moon has the power of renewal, and when the
moon is covered, it is undergoing renewal. The
secret of the Jewish people is that they are able to
renew themselves. G-d judges us on Rosh
Hashanah by the impression we make on that day,
more than anything else. As the Shaarei Teshuva
(1 41) cites the Yerushalmi, X5 n»n w71 ox

3

CHECK OUT NEW WEBSITE YOSEFFARHI.COM FOR MORE MOTIVATIONAL CONTENT



TNR WM T R KOX LRl G-d tests how you are
now. Rosh Hashanah is a time that you are in the
process of renewal. And just as the moon is a
different moon, you are a different person. The
Satan cannot use the moon, the epitome of
renewal, to testify against a nation of renewal.
You are a new person, and the Moon knows that
the testimony on the old you cannot be used
against the new you.

There is one reason why | believe it is fair for me
to ask for another year. Because now, | am a year

smarter. | have realized what my weaknesses are
and what my strengths are. That is why, for a
whole month, I am admitting sins, beating my fist
against my heart, soul searching and thinking of
my sins between the Shofar sets. Because | know
that when | am coming into the New Year, |
realize where I can go and where I can’t. I realize
what stresses me and what builds me. And |
realize that without G-d, | am nothing.

Maybe, just maybe, G-d will give me another
chance to be a better Jew!

SHABBAT SHALOM, YOSEF FARHI

Does learning or reading cause you fatigue?

Do you wish you could triple your learning speed, and cover 3 books in the time it presently takes you
to finish one?

Is your time in the Beit Midrash important to you?
Do you wish you could remember your learning better?
Do you wish you could improve your listening in class, and improve your listening in converstations?
Does your mind wander too often while praying?
Do you hate tests?

Do you wish you were more focused while reading a book or sefer, especially Gemarra and text
books?

If you said YES to any of these questions, Sign up NOW for a series of 4 one on one sessions
with Rabbi Farhi for a subsidized fee!!

0527679186
LIMITED OFFER!!!

To support this publication, or receive it by e-mail, please contact us.
rabbiyoseffarhi@gmail.com 0527679186

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SONNY AND IRENE GINDI A”H
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